
In the 2017-2018 fiscal year, the Commission considered 241 complaints. The  
Commission concluded 219 complaints, eleven of which resulted in imposed sanc-
tions: 
 
Seven Private Admonitions 
 
Three Public Reprimands: 
 Judge W. Mitchell Nance - The Commission initiated formal proceedings 

against Judge Nance on September 11, 2017. Judge Nance submitted his resigna-
tion on October 25, 2017, effective December 16, 2017. The hearing on the for-
mal charges was held on December 15, 2017. Findings of Fact, Conclusions of 
Law and Final Order was entered, on December 19, 2017, which publicly repri-
manded Judge Nance for violations of Canon 1, 2A, and 3B(1),(2), and (5). 

 
2. Judge Charles Cunningham, Jr. - Violations of Canon 2D, 3, and 3B(11). 
 
3. Judge Sandra McLaughlin - Violations of Canon 1, 2A, 3B(7), and 3E(1). 
 
One Suspension: 
 Judge Timothy A. Langford - 60-day Suspension without pay for violation of 

Canons 1, 2A, 2D, 3B(7) and (8).  
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Judicial Conduct Commission Annual Report 

Complaints for FY 2017-2018: 
 

• 13 - Number of complaints pending final consideration at the beginning 
of the fiscal year. 

 

• 5 - Number of complaints pending initial consideration at the begin-
ning of the fiscal year. 

 

• 223 - Number of new complaints received during the fiscal year. 
 

• 12 - Number of complaints pending final consideration at the end of the 
fiscal year. 

 

• 10 - Number of complaints pending initial consideration at the end of 
the fiscal year. 

 

• 219 - Number of complaints disposed of during the fiscal year. 

Judicial Conduct Complaints: 

Jurisdiction: 

Judicial positions in the Commonwealth of Kentucky within the jurisdiction of 
the Commission: 7-Supreme Court, 14-Court of Appeals, 95-Circuit Court, 52-
Family Court, 116-District Court, 60-Trial Commissioner, 120-Master Commission-
er, and 18-Domestic Relations Commissioner. Additionally, the Commission has 
jurisdiction over attorneys who have filed as candidates for judicial office, special 
judges and participants in the retired judge program under circumstances out-
lined in the Code of Judicial Conduct. 

https://courts.ky.gov/commissionscommittees/JCC/Documents/Public_Information/FindingsFactsNance.pdf
https://courts.ky.gov/commissionscommittees/JCC/Documents/Public_Information/PublicReprimandCunningham.pdf
https://courts.ky.gov/commissionscommittees/JCC/Documents/Public_Information/PublicReprimandMcLaughlin061218.pdf
https://courts.ky.gov/commissionscommittees/JCC/Documents/Public_Information/AgreedOrderLangford.pdf
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What Types of Proceedings Resulted in Complaints? 
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Number of Complaints by Judicial Position: 
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Who Filed Complaints? 

Fiscal Year 2017-2018 

Complainant Representation in Court: 

 55.16% were represented by counsel 

 26.91% appeared pro se 

 12.11% not applicable (non-litigation) 

 3.14% were represented by counsel, then appeared  pro se 

 2.69% unknown (unspecified in the complaint) 

12 12
22

4

19

8

130

6 8
2

0

20

40

60

80

100

120

140
A

n
o

n
ym

o
u

s

A
tt

o
rn

e
y

F
am

ily
 M

e
m

b
e

r

G
o

ve
rn

m
e

n
t 

O
ff

ic
ia

l

In
m

a
te

Ju
d

g
e

Li
ti

ga
n

t

O
th

e
r

S
el

f 
R

e
p

o
rt

V
ic

ti
m

What were the Allegations? 

Bias

Campaign Conduct/ 

Pol i tical Activity
Confl ictCriminal Conduct 

Delay

Ex Parte

Improper Use of Judicial 
Office 

Temperament

Legal Error

Other
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About the Judicial Conduct Commission 
 
The mission of the Kentucky Judicial Conduct Commission is to protect the public, to encourage judges, 
commissioners and candidates for judicial office to maintain high standards of conduct, and to promote 
public confidence in the integrity, independence, competence, and impartiality of the judiciary. 
 
The Commission accomplishes this mission through its investigation of complaints of judicial misconduct, 

wrongdoing or disability. In cases where judges, commissioners and candidates for judicial office are found 

to have engaged in misconduct or to be incapacitated, the Kentucky Constitution authorizes the Commis-

sion to take appropriate disciplinary action, including issuing admonitions, reprimands, censures, suspen-

sions, or removal from office. 

 

http://courts.ky.gov/commissionscommittees/JCC/Pages/default.aspx   

 

2017-2018 Presentations: 

• 2017 District Judges College — Presentation on judicial ethics by Judge David Bowles and Judge 

Karen Thomas, September 2017. 

• 2017 Circuit Judges College — Presentation on social media and judicial ethics by Judge Eddy 

Coleman, Judge David Bowles, and Judge Jean Logue, on October 2017. 

• Kentucky Law Update — Presentation on the Judicial Conduct Commission annual report statis-

tics by Judge Jeff Taylor, in Owensboro, on October 19, 2017, and in Bowling Green, on November 

2, 2017. 

• Southern Kentucky Association of Paralegals — Presentation focused on ethical rules of can-

dor and misrepresentations as pertains to attorneys and staff under SCR 3.130. The presentation 

also included discussion of  ethical issues for judicial legal staff under SCR 4.300. Presented by 

Judge Jeff Taylor, in Bowling Green, on December 17, 2017. 
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http://courts.ky.gov/commissionscommittees/JCC/Pages/default.aspx

